
 

 

 
The Greek language is one of the most ancient languages in the world. It is a language which is of great wealth 
of History and Culture. It is in this language that time values and ideals were first expressed, on which the 
whole European Civilization was based. 
 
It is the language that the European literature, philosophy, the institution of Democracy, the theoretical 
Sciences and Medicine were developed. And it is the language that greatly affected the way of thinking and 
the mentality of European population. 
 
Greek is thoroughly the birthplace of philosophy, since it is the language of Plato, Aristotle and Pythagoras and 
it is the homeland of History since it was used by Plutarch and Thucydides. It is the language of Drama Poetry 
and Theatre since the first comedies and tragedies were written in Greek. It is not yet a random event the fact 
that during ancient times, someone was considered to be educated if they knew how to write and speak the 
Greek language fluently.   
 
Moreover, it is the language of Christianity and New Testament, into which the Apostles and the Evangelists 
proclaimed God’s word. Numerus hymns and Byzantine works have been written in this language.  
 
It is also the language of very important contemporary literature texts since it is the language of Elytis, Seferis, 
Solomos, Kavafis, Kazantzakis and Ritsos. 
 
Finally, it is a language that has enriched the vocabulary of a lot more other languages. 
 
Nowadays, Greek is one of the official languages of Europe and a great number of educational institutions in 
Europe includes Greek in its curriculum. It is spoken of approximately 15.000.000 people in Greece, Cyprus and 
as well as in the Greek communities of Dispersion in the USA, Australia and Canada and keeps enchanting with 
its harmony and natural beauty.  
  
Greek Language, History and Culture Course 
 
Crete and specially Heraklion combines a rich cultural presence from ancient times up to the present and the 
image of a modern European multi-cultural city, while it is also a very popular international tourist destination. 
 
It is in Crete that the history of Europe starts, since according to Greek mythology, when Zeus first saw and fell 
in love with the little princess, Europe, he abducted her, transformed to a Taurus, and brought her to Crete. 
When they reached Crete Zeus took his original form and holding Europe’s hand, they slept together in 
“Diktaion Andro”. 
Minoas, Radamanthys and Sarpidonas are the children of Zeus and Europe. Later, when Zeus abandoned 
Europe and   got back to Olympus, Europe was married to the Kind of Crete, Asteriona, who adopted the 
children she had from Zeus. After the death of Kind Asterionas, Minos the eldest for her son, became a King, 
who became the first Greek seafarer and legislator. 
Heraklion is the capital of Crete. There, it is remarkable to see the remains of the rich culture which are seen in 
every part of the historic center. 
In addition, the Mediterranean climate and its beautiful beaches, the well-preserved natural landscapes, the 
excellent transport links with worldly cities and the wide-range of services provided, establish Heraklion as an 
ideal place to live and study. 
 
Related fields: literature,   Archaeology, History of art, classics and history (preferably with emphasis in 
Ancient and Medieval periods), greek language, mythology and folklore art and dances, biology, geography, 
theological history, intercultural Education 
 
Summary 
The seminar is aimed at teachers who wish to learn about the Greek civilization and the Greek language. It will 
be most useful  for teachers who teach history, art, archeology because they will acquire a multifaceted 
knowledge of these objects but it also for those who are P. E intructors,  Music teachers, Biologists, 
Theologians and R.E teacher  since  some of the topics connect their teaching objective too.  
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Summary 

Many books exist written in the Ancient Greek language that are worth of reading today. 

Ancient Greek should be so taught as to develop power to read those books in original 

language. This task, however, is often complicated by the necessity of learning a formidable 

grammatical nomenclature, and the beginner is often called upon to deal with situations 

outside his own experience. The research that linguists, psychologists, and language 

teachers have conducted over the past three decades stress the importance of integrating 

all four skills – listening, reading, speaking, and writing – in the Greek classroom. This 

program is designed to suggest ideas on how to use the inductive-contextual method (or 

Nature Method) which is based on the frequency vocabulary and the principle that new 

words should be introduced in a setting that makes possible their interpretation by reading 

alone. This program is chiefly based on the Italian edition of Athènaze, by M. Balme, G. 

Lawall, L. Miraglia and T. F. Bórri (vool I and II). Moreover, the Athènaze course offers the 

chance to use technology to full, especially surfing the internet. 

 

Objectives 

 Improving teaching and learning according to the Nature Method. 

 Developing pedagogical methodologies for teaching Ancient Greek in a more 

effective way. 

 Supporting teachers to encourage the cooperative learning. 

 Discovering how writing and speaking in Ancient Greek may help overcoming certain 

difficulties of grammar and syntax. 

 Organizing lessons using the Nature Method. 
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Agenda 

Day 1 

 Introductory meeting, explanation of practical arrangements, presentation of the 

timetable, information about the course venue. 

 Introducing the course. 

Day 2 

 Explaining the working principles of the Nature Method. 

 The number one issue: Motivation. 

Day 3 

 Reading Greek as Greek: Athènaze I. 

 Using orally, listening to, and writing Greek as a part of the language process. 

Day 4 

 Doing English into Ancient Greek. 

 Using Greek as an exercise of comprehension. 

 Reading Plato, Herodotus, Thucydides, and Aristophanes in original language: 

Athènaze II. 

Day 5 

 Recognizing and using elements of the Greek language to increase the knowledge of 

one’s own language. 

Day 6 

 Working on projects. 

 Reading authors not included in the two volumes of the method. 

Day 7 

 Finalizing work on projects. 

 Projects presentations. 

 Course evaluation. 

 Certification. 

 

Methods 

Lectures, exercises, discussion, teamwork, role-playing. 
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Target groups 

Teachers of Ancient Greek in secondary schools. 

 

Teacher 

Mauro Agosto 

Pontifical Lateran University, Rome 

President of Europa Latina cultural Association 

 


